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INTERVIEW SUMM/RY 



Mail Stop: Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Examiner Interview conducted on May 24, 2004 summarized in 
Interview Summary mailed from the US PTO on May 27. 2004, the Applicant submits the 
following Summary of Interview: 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 



fixh ftrits and/or Demonstrations 
None 

Identification of Claims Discussed 

30, 31, 34, 40, 41, 43-45, and 47 
Identification of Prior Art Discussed 

US Patent No. 6,030,581 (Virtanen) 
Proposed Amendments 

The Examiner agreed the specification supports the- introduction of the full name of DVD 
as "digital video disc" in the body of Claim 30. 
Principal Arguments and Other Matters 

Written description support in the Specification for the claims encompassing the wide 
variety of discs (Specification, page 7, lines 21-27; page ll 3 lines 20-31; and page 12, lines 19- 
30) was discussed. The Applicant pointed out that the specification supported the use of discs of 
varying conformations in the claimed method. The Examiner requested that applicants provide 
further information regarding discs having conformations other than circular. 

Claim 47 was discussed as to the terminology "treatment." In particular, the Examiner 
indicated that this terminology could refer to treatment of the disc or to treatment of the signal. 
Mr. Hart agreed to review this terminology with respect to whether the Examiner's concerns 
should be addressed by an amendment. 

The status of Claim 50 was discussed, which was ndicated in the amendment of May 17, 
2004 as "canceled", yet the text of the claim was provided 

The Examiner questioned the interpretation of the rerm "pits" in the Specification on page 
25. Mr. Hart indicated that the "pits" are not to be interpreted as reaction chambers or wells but 
rather as depressions that accompany lands as found on ttoi surface of a CD or DVD, and directed 
the Examiner's attention to page 10, lines 11-14 where the interpretation of the "pits" is provided. 

Mr. Hart also pointed out that the discs disclcsed in the Virtanen reference utilize 
centrifugal force to move fluids between flow channels ;ind reaction chambers where reactions 
are performed. The Examiner expressed concerns that ths present claims may read on the discs 
disclosed in Virtanen and asserted that Virtanen disclosec. software being present on one portion 
of the disc while the sample is processed in another poriion. Mr. Hart indicated that he would 
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consider whether the Examiner's concerns that the claims oould read on the methods of Virtanen 
should be addressed in an amendment. 
Results of Interview 

1. The Applicant agreed to amend Claim 30 by introducing "digital video disc". 

2. The Examiner requested clarification of the meaning of the clause "used in the 
treatment" by amending the claim 47. Applicant will consider whether to amend Claim 47 to 
address the Examiner's concerns. 

3. Mr. Hart indicated that he would review the reco rd for the correct status of Claim 50. 

4. Applicant will consider whether to amend Claim 30 to address the Examiner's 
concerns regarding the Virtanen reference. 

REMARKS 

Please charge any additional fees, including any f ;es for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. 
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